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— REDFERD

Theodore Roosevelt wrote to a friend in the year 1897: “In strict confidence...I should
welcome almost any war, for I think this country needs one.”

The year of the massacre at Wounded Knee, 1890, it was officially declared by the Bureau of
the Census that the internal frontier was closed. The profit system, with its natural tendency for
expansion, had already begun to look overseas. The severe depression that began in 1893
strengthened an idea developing within the political and financial elite of the country: that
overseas markets for American goods might relieve the problem of underconsumption at home
and prevent the economic crises that in the 1890s brought class war.

And would not a foreign adventure deflect some of the rebellious energy that went into
strikes and protest movements toward an external enemy? Would it not unite people with
government, with the armed forces, instead of against them? This was probably not a conscious
plan among most of the elite — but a natural development from the twin drives of capitalism and
nationalism.

Expansion overseas was not a new idea. Even before the war against Mexico carried the
United States to the Pacific, the Monroe Doctrine looked southward into and beyond the
Caribbean. Issued in 1823 when the countries of Latin America were winning independence from
Spanish control, it made plain to European nations that the United States considered Latin
America its sphere of influence. Not long after, some Americans began thinking into the Pacific:
of Hawaii, Japan, and the great markets of China.

There was more than thinking; the American armed forces had made forays overseas. A State
Department list, “Instances of the Use of United States Armed Forces Abroad 1798-1945”
(presented by Secretary of State Dean Rusk to a Senate committee in 1962 to cite precedents for
the use of armed force against Cuba), shows 103 interventions in the affairs of other countries
between 1798 and 1895.

Thus, by the 1890s, there had been much experience in overseas probes and interventions.
The ideology of expansion was widespread in the upper circles of military men, politicians,
businessmen — and even among some of the leaders of farmers’ movements who thought foreign

markets would help them.

= WERE S
BB PR ALEME D GV

MEENE R, AR BN 51 T2 R0 . TR R, AR 2 Kb
JALIUES B, SO L Lo ek . R, sURAT MR



= m TS ARSI BE IR

KL Z PTLA T E, SE RDARATTA BT R e 008 = b SR 2 W] Rl s PTag itz
ZHb, DIes BORATEE, 4ERSEHIITS LR AR SR “ e )m— IR
o RN DE S B JE AR, ENBdH. R RRIAREK, RS, it
Ao AER RN, XM SBEATINS G, ARG o e 7 1
o BRI DR L T O R (Y R G

HRFRZ P AT AN B DI, PR RS AR R AR 22 I (i AN B LR R Y
M3, EERE R P ER S I o X B IEE SR U A3k
» A HBEREE N S A IR I A EEbsE R AN IR “ N2 AE T, (HEATETE
BURRSARE S TR, PTB RS D9 NIRRT 21, R0 58I 22 (1 R s (. B
W LAERTHE TP RIBOR S M MRS, T TR R AR IR AR S R U, e
7 =1 A O/ NI W NN 2 sl NN 2 o o809 S SRS e P ST IR 2 103 R S P
(RO s, SRS ZE WS PEAN S A, REREEAHH 8. Rt —dics

AU, BN YT BT TRl AR R, HE R AL — M
Feimel, A, THE, WERAEE R U NIRRT T3]
MRS T, WEEMIIEE EhER s, SAGE AT 7. AE, KA U
FET Bl EAEA IR, RILA BB P EALER, sedi MER S 3070, s
TEVRRIBORIZHR . W AT | ) AKX A R 1R S s D P I L 45 PR  do

MIZAE R, R BNV AL o SR RS R T 1, R R s
S ARNE TSR L2 oAbl BeMv/bEduty, Koptly, #NV AR
ME PR FOME,  LEREE R R B L



